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Origin, Model and Advantages of the French Presidential Election
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Abstract

This article aims to study the origin, general principles and models of French presidential
election. It is based an analysis of French constitutional provisions and other legislations; textbooks

on constitutional law and political institutions, reports of state agencies and court decisions.

Results show that French president is the head of state with an important political
role for the current semi-presidential system of France. French president’s Important power
and role was designed in Constitution 1958: the president is the center of French political
system. Therefore, French election is a significant political event for Republic of France. French
election model underwent a great change resulting from public referendum in 1962. Since
then, in order to strengthen stability and legitimacy of the executive branch, indirect election
model is replaced by direct election. Moreover, French legal system provides details of eligible
president candidates and a number of organizations have been established to supervise and
monitor presidential election. The ultimate goal is to ensure presidential election is full of

integrity as well as to represent French people’s voice adhering to the true democratic principle.

Keywords: Origin; Model; Advantages; Presidential Election; Republic of France
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Tl A 2022 wieLdusyiea 11As3 (Emmanuel Macron) UsesiunBuiansisasgnaea
Autagiu agvuansElun1smswiumie naanseesIaIveINIImswwrtsEsusuAnulagdy
Yosssasgiamadsndnyfumansaldfyvansmnnisal fanszuanuFesnIsueniIonnan
annglsUvealszanauuIengy (Frexit) Falddudvinaunannsundioonainanainglsves
anwen1dng (Brexit) MIguyuUszsdailnenduiednindes (Gilet Jaune) uaranannisszunn
vodlsaindelafalalsun (COVID-19) wmnsaimaniidenassiosdmanionmadonsefiazidululnii
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UszsmunSumlulszyuuessy (Head of State) fignunalun1susvmissgnisunuiu 819 srunalunisuss
&%mam%’gmum@ (The Nomination of the Prime Minister)’ n1saananauuensguwn3 (The Revocation
of the Prime Minister)* n1siuszsulunisussgumnz5guuns (The President of the Council of
the Ministers)® NM3gUANTEULNUITIH43 (The Dissolution of the National Assembly)® 33098119

fvrwlunisusenmanunIsalanduguuuune 9 (The Exceptional Powers)” ilusiu

® The Constitution of the French Republic, Article 8.
* lbid., Article 8.

® lbid., Article 9.

® lbid., Article 12.

" lbid., Article 16.
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dhermudfresUsesuBuRding vhlrmslindsesusuiassnsaiuaaazsos]
enululszandulae nanfesoslitunnuwausssuandunuivesUszysu (The Popular Legitimacy)
ey Uszsusuidernainnndenidaeusyaneu Tnelusgssuyyuwisansisnsadsaaassyly
nMsidendUsysunsuitulunsdenadlaensiannUsysuluuEse e (Direct Universal Suffrage)

2. AU JuUNIVBINISLEaNAIUTLSIUIBUR LAEATIINUT LV IBURU UL B9T191N

TuthaSudumsisassd 5 Aounsuilysgsssuyylud A 1962 Sgossuyguisansisuis
W¥aima (The Constitution of the Republic) AnualiUsgsurBufasisusgdsuaauain
madensnedeslasnasdidon (Electoral College) FadufunuvoiassnssnsamaUsznoudis
ANINANUNUTINYST ATndlant @aundnaniviesiiu SruiuUszan 80,000 AU nsdends
Tuafeihusiguldavsimunanduiesas 99 Tasidenuiewawsa e 1na (Charles de Gaulle) A
Yoway 78 Fatotnlunislatursuuudeiranndnuslunisidensiseunsn (The Absolute Majority
at the First Round) vilvunewa e Tna vugmsidenilaglisidudosinnindendsseuiiaes”
waznmeidulsysunsuiaunsnvesansisuigi 5

anunisalvesassassuaasznined ae. 1958 - e, 1962 1y 0139na13lean
wigilsesunsuidulseymuesigiitnannindends wisuuuunisunasestussaaduszuey
$3a01 (Parliamentary System) ﬁLﬁmam%ﬂamwhﬁ?uﬁLi‘]ﬂgi{lﬁ%’ﬁmsLﬁaﬂﬁy’q‘lmamqmﬂﬂizﬁm%u
Ssuuptinedrumnannssanisifiomatsnssaniaiies fuflofinauliassesfunioainuiiu
uwanAety Aziinmansal i efliudieludssifumsnisiflesazatesnainnsifuszuia
wardawalidousmsturiaaiiosnim Fudu n1sateanvessguund 5 AuannssAIIUATY
(Mouvement Republicain Populaire: MRP) suiilosuinainaanuiiuiiliassesfuseninansse
AU (Mouvement Republicain Populaire: MRP) fiatfuayunisuuidnussanglsy Saumn
AafulszsBud e Tna Auansimuzdmuliidiusfefuunaedsnanlunmsusnasesoddorn
asfuil 15 wauanau A, 19624

SnvausseniameniadiosesastsasgHiamaseing aa 1958 - A 1962 ludae
analiiassesdusgninanguitatiuayuniifavesunenarsa ne 1na dienis (The Gaullist)
fuilsiefuayuunfnvesUsssuduisninevil fimsuanseendsaslinelalusvesusesiundud
Tunenisidies wu anulinelannaindnigamitusesudud we Tna uiskouigaeda Jouly
(Georges Pompidou) ftlailfiuaundnangunusiugs warlinodusguuedla 4 fe Tuduuen
Spuund safsdinsnensiefidtoanosiin ueauns (Petit - Clamart) FadumssjsdavnsUsesusud

8 |bid., Article 6.

’ Vannapar Tirasangka, France Republic Constitution and Organization of the Political Institutions (Bangkok: Thammasat
University Press, 2019), 175-176. [In Thai]

' The Constitution of the French Republic, Article 7.

! National Institute of the Audiovisual, “Press Conference of the 15 May 1962 (European Questions),” last modified
n.d., accessed September 1, 2021, https://www.fresques.ina.fr/de-gaulle/fiche-media/Gaulle00078/conference-de-presse-du-15-

mai-1962-questions-europeennes.html/
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mullfiadosnmvninisidlostazusssmananisidlesdiliassesfangn vilvisgs1unsud
we Tna fimnulszasAfiasudlatymnanlnensildiheuimsiiadosnmunndedy Tagld
uslrfinaudloguuuumaidendeUsssunduion “madendslneden” 1y “madondilnenss
Mnlszry” eliiudssssusuituiinnuvevssaluminmsdlesnnniidusglutasiy
Y9I TUIFA 5 miﬁmﬁﬂaﬁménLﬁ@?Tuiummﬂ%ﬁmmg%’gmum% (Council of the Ministers)
Uszdiuil 12 Ausneu aa. 1962 Tasuszsnunsuiiae Tna e1dus1unanuang 11 urssgossuyy
witassausgiuaa? Ussmadnviiuseeud (The Referendum Announcement) luuseifiuiiin
“auelagUszsnuSuiineUssrvurniisaumadn duduievdeldfusngrneiidinisdends
U551UNBUAlAEATINUTE VUL UULES TN 7 2

nsstadulaldunms 11 Ysemedaviussruivessesunduiluadafu delfiAnnsyua
Aaf1uINaNNTNsgan T IwIuIIn nsiglusiruzuesaundnsgantdrulugiiuiinisazvaudla
%Jgﬁismyszu wiagilunisverinUssnudndeslasuanuiiugouainanidunusiugsuassgany
Aoududulumuundygf wns 89 LLﬁﬂ%gﬁiiugmiummzﬁ?u waUsgsunduaidenldorunaniu
1991 11 FadusunaameivensesuBuiunu msedutuguussdsiufnnseiune uavawd
13142118 (The Motion of Censure) 3gutavesuigniguuniaesa Ueuly Tuiuil 5 nanau a.a. 1962
dsaliueniguunifeseaisanandunsneuszsiundud e Tna ag1elsiniy Uses1udud
Ufiasnsaneenvesuneniguues uazlsdindulaguanifunusgsluiui 9 naiau a.a. 1962 1ol
m5L§aﬂﬁy'aam%ﬂam;:JLmusmgsﬂqm’LmJLmu

wanananuliiudieveslonisifiowds drenainishlainisuanainuzlulssiau
mMsiszruAvesUszssud Taglufudl 1 sanau a.a. 1962 maUnasesgean (The State Council)
Isenunlnraniiuinlsiviusneifeaiunsldsnnanamnnm 11 veaszsudud Tasueviidady
Sgosuyy egrslsinny masgassuya (The Constitutional Council) naufiviruglumemsaiudiy
fuenaunmsedagn wivzllduananiedndueanuiegadmaulumininwiny Inemaufas
MR UANNTOUMBITETTHY TR gmineTiidunisuanioenlnenswesiiduiiivessiune
osulngvamnd Wluafivszsrundanluuuzduiuilosiemadgsssuy

2 Senate, “Constitution of the French Republic Original Text, Article 11,” last modified n.d., accessed September
1, 2021, https://www.senat.fr/evenement/revision/texte_originel.html#:~:text=Article%20premier,des%20peuples%20qui%
20la%20composent/

® French Government, “Adoption of the Election of the President of the Republic by Direct Universal Suffrage,
published October 28, 1962,” last modified n.d., accessed September 1, 2021, https://www.gouvernement.fr/partage/8744-
28-octobre-1962-adoption-de-l-election-du-president-de-la-republique-au-suffrage-universel-direct/

¥ State Council, “the Origins of the State Council,” last modified n.d., accessed September 1, 2021, https://www.

conseil-etat.fr/le-conseil-d-etat/histoire-patrimoine/les-origines-du-conseil-d-etat/
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Tngludfininuwiasdl 62-20 DC asfuil 6 ngAInIBy A.A. 1962 FaTgoITUYY
lenauinmassssuyglifisnnanseaeulunsdlfingn amnumeunieivhauladn “fiasizsiain
undydfAanne 61 wissgsssuyaadisiunaunmasgsssuyglunisiusesnnuveufegsssyy
Y9N nu18UsENeuiEsITNYY waznguuisUnAdedesgnuioeiagnasiaaeulneaia
ailleiszyogredalauin sraflvenesuienguunelussdusgdydfinmualiinandungne
foonlnefzanviengrnediinunsassnuivosUssana M%@éﬂuwaﬁgﬂﬁﬂﬁ’mﬁ,awwzﬂ{]‘mma
floanlnesganiintu iefinnsanananunsunivesgsssuyndsldoonuuulimasgorsuyndu
M8 UTIMTN AN T1980UANNTE U8 3FEITUYYVDINN VLN LIHLIINYMINEAINLINT 61
fumngeuamzngmnsdieeninesganuvintu ldmudangrnefihuanuifureulensyuiunis

Usgywadalunsuanseaninensivesimsssunvesulag”

widmanisaidudeswesasisaiiduaaluruzduaziinanuldasseslulsziiu
nsdaiUszrniiieveutlegiuuunisdendiUszsiudud egnalsfinnu nisviussvndnld
Aintulutudl 28 aanAu a.f. 1962 waskaveamsasseruAnuhiluszaualdavsidondtome
Yovar 76 wavUszvrvudiudieAnduiosas 62 uazUssvvuitldiiusdiednduiesay 37
ylinsdendalsgsuiduiivesanssusiinaaiatisunnnndonlnonssinauegiden
(Electoral College) uifunmsidenddlnensiainussanvunuuidednann (Direct Universal Suffrage)
Tt a.m. 1962

3. N151AaNAIUSESIUISUR LABRSIINUS LU VULUULEE9T1911N

TudwdnsiasulUasssuumsidenduiiel A 1962 n1siiendusesunsulagnse
nUszrmuwuudssinann nanalugliuuiianssasisaaaldeglulegiu Inefiswazideaneaniv
AanURvewalAsTUdeNAUTEEWBUA MsvFsadenAtlsesIusun uarguluuveInisiienss
Aasalil

3.1 AauanURvaaiasTuBaNATUTES B UA

AnUsvasAnsalinsfuldenduiioTaiuminlsesundudty avsedinauauRnuiusyiia
nguIneIEnIsdends (Electoral Code) Muualutsunudiwolll Jadnsiuidendsuszsnunsud

14 IS

sowdidayuansuea o1y 18 Tuly” Wudile “anfiunsmudedadunfimualilunguuneidaens
&

Y a Aa IS a

Suldud e deslidiludngndndndnienisdes” Fadupuautanugiulunisadasiuidonas

> Constitutional Council, “Decision n° 62-20 DC of the 6™ of November 1962,” last modified n.d., accessed September
1, 2021, https://www.conseilconstitutionnel.fr/decision/1962/6220DC.html/

! The Electoral Code, Article L 44.

' bid., Article LO 127.

® lbid., Article L 45.

" bid., Article L 6.
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SnnasgsTsuywins ST aealamvuevnuliliyaealaypravile s et sEs s uRiiun T
2 N3zinsaiu? fstuyaraiilisudensalulsss s uinnd 2 alsavasalinsiiieBwhuvinluad
#1 3 lalle”

uenanauantAiugwlumsaiasiudeondud {ivsvasdiandudainstuidonds
UsgsunSuiavdosdauanddfiay lnodsaduyanaild unisiuseslasgunulssvivu
Fandnnsiilunmyiuaaldi 8n Uusu (Etre Parraine) nanafio ivvasinsdudinTatumia
UszsnunBuirodldtunnuiureunngunuussnvu Wy wenimas3 (Majors) asndnanviesiy
(Counselors of the Local Authorities) aan@nan iunusegs (Representatives) visaydiant (Senates)
Fruanlsitfosnin 500 au wazfildanuiuseuazdoududunuandminfiunnietulitosndn 30
fan¥a Tnerasgsssuyyasdunniaeunardssnianededfisusesiiuin 500 auturesasing
wriazauadlusiaiaaiyuny (Official Journal) washiasaiassuidondamumisszsusuides
woasaaUEN 1 mMINgAusamasgaTIuYBnme (A Declaration of Patrimonial Situation)

DECIDE :

Article 1¥.—La liste des candidats & Iélection du Président de la
Républiqu_e. dont I’ordre a été établi par voie de tirage au sort, est arrétée
comme suit :

— M. Nicolas DUPONT-AIGNAN,

— Mme Marine LE PEN,

— M. Emmanuel MACRON,

—M. Benoit HAMON.

—Mme Nathalie ARTHAUD,

— M. Philippe POUTOU,

—M. Jacques CHEMINADE,

— M. Jean LASSALLE,

— M. Jean-Luc MELENCHON,

— M. Francois ASSELINEAU,

— M. Frangois FILLON.

faaee: AMrnevasmasgs s lumUussnAneverminsTuianasusesnnsundiay a.f. 20177

“ lbid.

! Ferdinand Melin-Soucramanien and Pierre Pactet, Constitutional Law, 39" ed. (Paris Cedex: Dalloz, 2021), 149.

# Jean Paul Jacque, Constitutional Law and Political Institutions, 13" ed. (Paris Cedex: Dalloz, 2021), 183-184.

 Constitutional Council, “Decision n° 2017-165 PDR of the 18" of Mars 2017, List of the Candidates for the Presidential
Election,” last modified n.d., accessed September 1, 2021, https.//www.conseilconstitutionnel.fr/decision/2017/2017165PDR.html/
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3.2 NS LEPLAaNAIUSTESIUISUR

Lﬂ,JEWli”lUm'iUi”ﬂ’lﬁi’lEJ“UaNE.JEWlﬁ'i‘ULaaﬂm‘di‘”ﬁ’l‘mﬁU(ﬂ“UENmai%ﬁS'ﬁJuw Nsndea
aenaunanis (The Official Electoral Campaign) FeawfolAGusuin I@aﬂgwmsﬂmmum'}sja%aam
mMsl¥eiRu MsFutuuiag msmmﬂmmﬁmmmLasmLa@ﬂm’[,uﬁﬂmmmmaﬂaumﬂaaﬂm ERHN
msvassunsTnansdenisdndg LLauLwa"lwammwLaaﬂmlmumsﬂg]ummL‘vnmamu ITUUNHUNY
dfamadsimunesdnsiidnunnsaaeuly dlelud

ﬂmzﬂii:uﬂﬁLL‘V%WﬁﬁWﬁ?ﬂmiﬂ’mﬂumi%ﬂLﬁ&lﬂLaaﬂ@?ﬂﬂﬁzﬁ’luﬁUa (The National of
the Control of the Electoral Campaign in the View of the Presidential Election: CNCCEP) Usgnausg
au1dn 5 Au laun sesusgaumaunasosganuysesu Uszﬁmmaﬁm U5 TUAANTIVIULHUAUY
WAZETININYIAINAAUNATOIENER ANANT Y3BAIANTINULHUAY BN 2 AU Imaﬂmuﬂﬁumﬂmu
mwmmmmﬂmammwnﬂmmiwnmﬂﬂumiimimmLaaamiLaaﬂmamqLamamﬂﬂu WaEAIUAN
1ws§ﬂgumaauwﬂLLmam’luaa’mL.mmaamuaﬂmaz“

AuznTIUNIWRR T ndssdentuazmsatiuayunanadulunansdes
(The National Commission of the Accounts of Campaign and the Political Financial Support)
mm’mmwaauum%wmaamwamamssuLaaﬂmﬂiuﬁﬁmﬁm lin1ssusemiselilvinissuses
Toyivesatasiuienis iimmmsﬂamGmamaiummmzumaamamﬂmmumiimamsﬂuﬂmw
Qaumﬂmw@ﬁwﬂuﬂmuﬂismmsmamLuumsmmaaumﬂusumnmwmmﬂzs

ﬂmuﬂiimmiiué’umdﬁwmiﬁami (The Superior Council of the Audiovisual: CSA)
wmmmumf[:vmmﬂmﬂiamamiaamﬂumimLamaammmamu Tnlanizeg19ds Turianan
ﬁuaqmimLaaqLaaﬂmamamumqms Nﬂﬂﬂ’i’i‘uLaE]ﬂ@ﬂﬂ‘i”ﬁ’lﬂ’lﬁU@ﬁ]“’lﬂiUi”EJ”L’J@’IIUF]’]SW]LE{ENN’M
deothaindleuiiu ﬂmmaama%ummaLLauImmumaa’mnmmeamnmauﬂuamqmwmamuma

mammmLaaﬂmﬂiummsmmwummﬂmmu“luiﬂqummmaﬂ A.A. 2017 WU
AaeAsTozIan 11 Yu Raudiudi 10 - 21 e A.A. 2017 mamiimaaﬂmﬂﬁummﬁmLLmammJLﬂ
Sunanlunmsmideshunsien auss 8 a%s adar 3 undt 30 Jund lngayliigadasiulalasulonia
Tunseonenmrnnasanty malmmvmnmaaﬂmmﬂmnmmﬁmswLaaﬂmmuau%

ARYNTIUNNTAIVANNNTIAYIINGENSIR (The Commission of Survey) wmﬁiumimmu
ﬂﬁﬁﬁ]ﬂ%ﬂmaa’l’i’gﬁ]ﬂ’]iLaaﬂm%QWﬁJﬂWJmiLNSLLW'ﬁNaﬁ’li’Jﬂu'iuWJ’N 1 ’JUﬂE]mJﬂ’l'iLaE]ﬂm szmslumq
Ugumuwmammm Tusausinan 0.00 u. vesfudeuiinsasaruuudondsauiianan 20.00 u. vos

JURIALLUULEBNG

% National Commission of the Control of the Electoral Campaign in the View of the Presidential Election, “What’s
the Commission,” last modified n.d., accessed September 1, 2021, http://www.cnccep.fr/la-commission.html/

* National Commission of the Accounts of Campaign and the Political Financial Support, “Role of the Commission,”
last modified n.d., accessed September 1, 2021, http://www.cnccfp.fr/index.php?art=690/

% Superior Coundil of the Audiovisual, “Report on the Electoral Campaign: Presidential Election (23 April — 7 May 2017),”
last modified April 24, 2018, accessed September 1, 2021, https://www.csa.fr/Informer/Collections-du-CSA/Rapports-au-gouvernement/

Rapport-sur-les-campagnes-electorales-Election-presidentielle-23-avril-7-mai-2017-elections-legis|atives-11-18-juin-2017/
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nsidensusesrunduiivesasisaisiduaa fe nsdensslaensalagldnisiy
ﬂ‘“LLuuLaEJQ‘EIJ’NEJWﬂ%@ﬂ‘dﬁ”sﬁ’l%uﬁﬁawagaﬂgﬂLLavﬁJﬂﬂ’l‘iLaaﬂﬁg\‘iLﬂu 2 59U lagsoulsnuszavuy
avaaﬂvuumamLaaﬂﬂummuu3vmﬂ‘1‘wmuﬂﬁ~ﬁmwaum wazsoud 2 ﬂammmamwwvwlmvLLuu
mnwam 2 AuusnInuasTuAuBnass Tnefudendsseud 2 ssdntulu 2 &nidnanmsidendeseunsn

1/1’lﬂL‘UiEJ‘UL‘I/lﬂUﬂ‘lJﬂ’lﬁLaE]ﬂGN'iULLUUE]u 9 LT ﬂ’maaﬂmﬂivmmﬁumﬁuamﬁ’lsmﬁ
BmLﬂaﬂaumaaquLwLaaﬂm msl,aaﬂmﬁsvmmﬁumimsma:uwuamamaﬂUﬁvmmﬁumaqinmﬁ
GREY (Bundesversammlung) %30 ﬂmaaﬂmuwmausmsmawsvmﬂlm ”Lumuwuaawuaummw
miLaaﬂmﬂsuﬁwmmmammms%ﬂmmamam Ao ANNTALAU ﬂ'nmwiumimmmmh hAZAINY
Wudszrsulaenanss

nsidondeUsy ﬁwm'ﬁuﬁ%aamﬁﬁm%’w%’aLﬂaﬁmm%’mﬂuua WJudszasulag
WWINE L‘U‘uﬂ15La’eJﬂGNIG]EJG]SQIG]?JU?“SUWGUUN?,Ja‘VIﬁLaE]ﬂGN Fas NYLNAINFI d mmuﬁlmaaﬂm
m].uLUuLLUUmmmnmaaﬂmamwaamwLmuimgs na1IAe UiJU’]“U‘LJ‘m’JNNLﬂaNVINE)’]EJ 18 ¢
EJ’e]?,Ji?TW’mL“U’]LUUNME‘W]SIW]’]?L@E)?]NU”IN’]EJUiVi’]i"UENGIULEN mamﬂmsﬂama ﬁqmiﬂmmwamaaamm
'iammal,t,mumuwmmaawLLmumsLaaﬂmmmuﬂummwwmmiLaaﬂmmaqmuawwmﬂauwwuﬂﬂﬁ]ﬁmu

ﬂ7iLaané’f&ﬂiumm%msummﬁﬁm%’w%’aLﬂadwﬁfammwﬂa dlawdsuiiteuiv
nsienFUIeUTISVRmATY 9 ‘UiuL‘VlﬁL‘Wi’]uLUuﬂWiLa@ﬂWIﬂU@N nanfe Uszrvuduauiden
Usesmuna Ui vnnnsuesiuuiwinulavusnnsdons Usgmnyuasnsulaviuiingiussmenuln
YosnnNtuRolAs LLauﬂ’li‘U‘UﬂuLL‘LJ‘UR]’]ﬂLaENGU’NﬂJ'lﬂuuLUumi‘UUﬂuLLuumﬂmﬂ’J’lﬂJﬁlﬂEJ’lﬂ szl
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Emmanuel Macron 8,656,346 24.01 20,742,128 66.10

Marine Le Pen 7,678,491 21.30 10,638,475 33.90

Francois Fillon 7,212,995 20.01

Jean-Luc Melenchon 7,059,951 19.58

Benoit Hamon 2,291,288 6.36

Nicolas Dupont-Aignan 1,695,000 4.70

Jean Lassalle 435,301 1.21

Philippe Poutou 394,505 1.09

Francois Asselineau 332,547 0.92

Nathalie Arthaud 232,384 0.64

Jacques Cheminade 65,586 0.18

* Ministry of Interior, “Result of the presidential election 2017,” last modified n.d., accessed September 1, 2021, https://
www.interieur.gouv.fr/Elections/Les-resultats/Presidentielles/elecresult__presidentielle-2017/(path)/presidentielle-2017/FE.html/
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“ Nantawat Boramanand, Translation of the French Constitution of 1958, 2™ ed. (Bangkok: Winyuchon Publication House
2006), 84-85. [In Thai]
# Constitutional Council, “The Different Types of Possible Litigations on the Subject of the Presidential Election 2017,” last

modified n.d., accessed September 1, 2021, https://www.presidentielle2017.conseil-constitutionnel.fr/tout-savoir/recours /index.html/
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%0 Federal Election Commission, “Federal Election 2016 Election Results for the U.S. President the U.S. Senate and the U.S.
House of Representatives,” last modified n.d., accessed September 1, 2021, https://www.fec.gov/resources/cmscontent/documents/

federalelections2016.pdf/
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